A patient is described who developed signs and symptoms of ankylosing spondylitis after prostatitis due to Trichomonas vaginalis. Chronic prostatitis of unknown cause has previously been reported as being common in patients with ankylosing spondylitis. The observations in this case raise the possibility that T. vaginalis might play a role in the prostatitis and pathogenesis of ankylosing spondylitis in some patients.
Mild, chronic prostatitis appears to be common in patients with ankylosing spondylitis (11) (12) (13) . The cause of this prostatitis is not known. Trichomonas vaginalis is a common cause of infection of the female genital tract, and transmission of this organism is thought to be venereal (3, 16) . Men are generally presumed to be asymptomatic carriers of the parasite (2). However, in a small percentage of men T. vaginalis appears to be the cause of nongonococcal urethritis or prostatitis or both (9, 10). The Ankylosing spondylitis is known to be associated with the histocompatibility antigen B27 (HLA-B27) (14) . What appear to be infectious triggers of arthritis are well described for other HLA-B27-related arthropathies such as Reiter's syndrome and reactive arthritis (4) . In addition to causing prostatic signs and symptoms, could T. vaginalis be an infectious trigger of ankylosing spondylitis? The isolation of certain enteric organisms from patients with active ankylosing spondylitis (5) and the possible antigenic similarities between these organisms and HLA-B27 have given rise to speculation that these similarities are somehow related to ankylosing spondylitis, possibly by a mechanism referred to as molecular mimicry (1) This case report does not prove any association between ankylosing spondylitis and T. vaginalis. However, the observation raises the possibility that an association may exist and offers some theoretical justification for further study into the relationship.
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